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Safety First! Mould can grow within 48 hours in humid and wet environments, and it can be VERY toxic.  

Wear gloves and a mask or scarf over your face if you think there’s a risk of mould.   

Mould will also stain objects with melanin that cannot be removed.  Because of this and the health risks, 

you will want to treat/prevent mould as early as possible.  Active mould looks fuzzy or slimy, dormant 

mould is dry and powdery, both can infect other objects.  To prevent mould growth you will need to dry out 

the objects.  Gentle circulating air indoors is best, fans are useful but don’t direct them at objects, 

especially paper and books.  Gently blot excess moisture with hand towels, sponges, paper towel or rags. 

Do not rub to dry.  Do not blot watercolours, paintings, inks, illuminated/painted awards or you will remove 

the surface, place them on top of absorbent material.   

Mould is killed by UV.  If you have active mould, when dry, put objects in the sun for 15 minutes and brush 

off with a clean soft brush, outside, upwind.  Or use a vacuum cleaner on the lowest setting and brush the 

mould spores into the vacuum.  Keep the vacuum away from the object surface to prevent damage. 

Prioritise! You can’t save everything, focus on preserving the items most important to you.  Objects that 

cannot be dealt with immediately should be placed in open, unsealed boxes or bags.  Photos, paper, books 

and textiles should be frozen, in zip-locked bags if possible (to prevent ice forming on the surface), if you 

can’t dry/deal with them within 48hrs.  Defrost items when you have time to treat them.   

Handle Carefully! When items are wet they are fragile especially paper, books, paintings, textiles and 

photos. 

Material 

Type 

Treatment Procedures 

Books Freeze or dry within 48 hrs.  Stand on end and fan out the pages.  If possible, separate 

groups of pages and interleave with hand towel if possible, especially glossy pages.  Air-dry 

(with fans if possible).  Glossy pages should be interleaved with baking paper so they don’t 

stick.   

Loosen dirt with a soft brush when dry.   

Documents Place paper towel between each document and dry flat in small piles with very gentle 

pressure, change blotting paper when it is saturated.   

Illuminated 

awards 

Dry flat on top of absorbent paper, do not blot, allow to dry slowly, weighting the edges 

gently with light weights such as steel rulers.  Do not freeze. 

Photos Don’t touch the printed surface, dry on top of absorbent material, or hang from one corner 



with a peg covering as little of the image as possible. If necessary rinse in clean water first.   

Negatives Wash in cold water, remove dirt with cotton buds, air dry separately on top of absorbent 

paper.  

Framed 

items 

Remove backing from frame, if not stuck to glass, remove and dry like awards, if stuck to 

glass, dry intact, glass side down with absorbent paper on top.   

Paintings on 

canvas 

Contact a conservator.  Allow to dry naturally, horizontally face up, gently remove standing 

water.  Warping or paint loss is likely.  Do not touch the paint layer.   

CDs Air dry, freezing is untested. 

Flat textiles Gently blot water, do not wring, air dry in small piles, interleaved with absorbent paper.  If 

not too fragile, gently weight. 

Large 

textiles, 

(tapestries, 

flags etc) 

Blot as much water out as possible, if possible, roll around tubes, interleaved with 

absorbent material.   

Embroidered 

textiles  

Blot gently with towels, take care not to transfer bleeding dyes, air dry on absorbent 

material.   

Painted 

textiles 

Air dry on absorbent material, do not wring or blot.   

Beaded 

textiles 

Gently blot, minimise movement, support the garment structure, air dry.   Do not freeze.   

Silks Treat within 48 hrs, minimise handling and avoid tearing around metal closures, interleave 

layers with absorbent material.   

Wools Blot gently and air dry, do not tumble dry or wring.   

Hats, Shoes, 

gloves 

Remove excess water by blotting, gently stuff with absorbent material to retain their shape, 

slowly air dry.   

Wooden 

objects 

Blot the surface with clean cloths or paper towel, remove cushions or seats that will trap 

moisture, air dry as slowly as you can to prevent warping or cracking.  Metal components 

may rust, swab these with a cotton tip dipped in metho to remove water, do not bring 

cotton tip in contact with wood or coatings.  If adhered with PVA or hide glues, they may 

detach, remove gently and dry separately.   

Bone, horn 

or ivory 

Gently blot and air dry, cracking is likely.  Contact a conservator 

Leather Blot dry, gently stuff with absorbent material to retain shape, dry slowly to prevent 

cracking.   

Baskets Place on top of absorbent material, pad with towels to retain shape, air dry slowly with lids 

on. 

Steel Dry quickly to prevent corrosion, if no coating is present, metho may be used to remove 

pitted water.  If you can find silica gel sachets, place in containers with objects.   

Metal 

Armour 

Wipe with metho to remove pitted water.  On leather components, gently wipe with damp 

cloth (70% metho, 30%water).  Oil with lanolin, WD40 or use candle wax as a coating to 

prevent rusting.   

Leather 

Armour 

Place in the sun to prevent mould growth, pad out with absorbent material to keep it in the 

correct shape, if mould growth occurs, lightly wipe with a small amount of 70:30 

Metho:Water 

 

Most importantly, be careful.  Treat your objects gently.  This list is very basic and is not by any means a 

comprehensive guide to materials conservation.  Things can go wrong.  Prepare for your objects to react in 

ways that you don’t expect.   

I am more than happy to provide any conservation advice that I can to anyone who needs help.   

Feel free to pass this pamphlet around to anyone requiring advice.   


